
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
ISSUE NO. 2  •  SPRING 2006 

Poway Dem Club Gets Busy! 

The POWAY DEMOCRATIC CLUB may still be very new, but its members have hit the ground 
running!  The club has already held general meetings with great guest speakers.  The October, 
2005 meeting featured State Senator Christine Kehoe from District 39 (upper left and center pho- 
tos).  She provided a "behind the scenes" look at how Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger works -- 
and does not work -- with the Democratic majority in Sacramento. She implored everyone to "just 
say no" to Arnold’s expensive special election. 
 
At the November, 2005 meeting, the 
guest speaker was CSUSM profes- 
sor, Fredi Avalos (upper right photo). 
She explained that with the consoli- 
dation of media giants, our choices 
for news are becoming more and 
more limited. If the trend continues, 
we will not only lose our free press, 
but we will lose our democracy. 
 
The first meeting of the new year -- January, 2006, featured Fernando Suarez del Solar (pictured 
above center).  He provided a very touching story of his son, Jesus, and Jesus’ untimely death as 
                                                                              a Marine in the war in Iraq. Fernando put a very 
                                                                              personal face on the consequences of the war 
                                                                              and how the Bush administration’s lies and mis- 
                                                                              information contributed to his son's tragic death. 
    
                                                                              Duncan Hunter Rally 
                                                                              In keeping with the PDC commitment to take ac- 
                                                                              tion, six PDC members joined over 50 protestors 
                                                                              in December, 2005 at Duncan Hunter’s El Cajon 
                                                                              office demanding that we get out of Iraq now. 
                                                                              The members attending the rally were (pictured at 
                                                                              left [l-r]) Diana Newland, Anne O’Dell, Martha 
                                                                              Sullivan (partially hidden), Judy Ki, Pete Babich, 
                                                                              and Dorothy Gesick. 
 



Poway Democratic Club Officers 

PDC INFORMATION LIASON OFFICER - Marijo Van Dyke  858-486-3218 
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     Up Close & 
                     Personal – 

  Gene and 
  Suzy Jaque 

 
                                     Two of the most interesting 
                                     and dedicated Democrats in 

PDC are Gene and Suzy Jaque.  Gene is a self-described 
“political junkie” and has voted in every election since 
1948.  So it is not surprising that on Gene and Suzy’s 
honeymoon, a visit was made to the Harry Truman Library 
in Independence, MO. 
 
Gene has lived in Poway since 1975, and he and Suzy 
were married in 1998.  Gene is a retired insurance broker 
and Suzy currently works with the Poway Unified School 
District.  Gene and Suzy are among the illustrious founding 
members of PDC, but this is not Gene’s first Democratic 
Club membership.  He was a founding member of the Mid-
Wilshire Democratic Club in Los Angeles in 1964.  
 
The Jaques are passionate about politics and read a lot of 
newspapers and watch a variety of political programs in-
cluding COUNTDOWN and HARDBALL on MSNBC, 
WASHINGTON WEEK on PBS, and three Sunday political 
talk shows. 
 
Over the years, Gene has submitted many LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR and has been inspired to write LOTS of let-
ters since George W. Bush took office.  Per Gene, he sub-
mits about one letter per month.  Gene writes his letters in 
longhand and rewrites each letter several times until the 
message is very concise and clear.  Suzy often serves as 
letter editor.  Although newspapers generally require that 
letters be submitted in typed format only, Gene’s handwrit-
ten letters have always been published! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRESIDENT - Pete Babich • 858-748-1645 • president@PowayDemocraticClub.org 
VICE-PRESIDENT - Scott Currier • 858-673-1028 • vicepresident@PowayDemocraticClub.org 

SECRETARY - Open PDC position • secretary@PowayDemocraticClub.org 
TREASURER - Diane St. John • 858-487-9489 • treasurer@PowayDemocraticClub.org 
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I’m a Democrat because I think and because I care. 

Poway’s Redevelopment Funds are NOT Free Money 
by Connie Messina 

 
Andrea Moss' feature article on the redevelopment of shopping centers was very timely.  (“Small 
Businesses Seek Poway's Help with Rising Rent” NORTH COUNTY TIMES, January 8, 2006)  
Many of our small business owners in Poway are very nervous about their rising rental costs. No-
thing has been done by the city to prevent shopping center owners from reaping huge benefits from 
redevelopment funds as the city offers “forgivable” loans to spruce up the properties and then charg-
ing much higher rents to longtime mom and pop business tenants. 
 
Even those businesses with lease contracts which supposedly protect them from rent increases 
have seen their related costs (fees for upkeep of premises) skyrocket. These huge cost increases 
are often such a burden that smaller shops must often shut down.  Poway seems to want the shop-
ping centers to have the country-western look, but what gives a city its “down-home country feel” is 
the unique small businesses which have been around a community for a long time and who are 
valued by the residents. Kudos to the Poway Chamber of Commerce which has stepped up in de-
fense of the small business owners. 
 
Residents must remember that Redevelopment money is not FREE money. These are OUR tax 
dollars. We have a right to comment on how funds are spent by the city. Let's not be complacent 
about how Redevelopment funds are used.  Our local small business owners in Poway need our 
support.  Please let the Poway City Council know how you feel before your favorite restaurant, in-
surance agent, hair salon or doctor is forced out of doing business in Poway. 
 
 
 

Where are U.S. Funds to Research Fossil Fuel Alternatives? 
by Pete Babich 

 
I was watching 60 Minutes last night and there was a segment on Canada's effort to extract oil from 
its soil.  They call the product oil-sand.  With the price of oil pushing $60 dollars a barrel, it is now 
cost-effective for Shell Oil Corporation to squeeze oil out of Canadian sand.  Of course the process 
increases green-house gases and the strip mining process will leave the land scarred for 
generations to come.  
 
Last week I saw a news report that said Iceland has plans to completely eliminate its use of oil.  
They have an abundant source of geothermal energy, and have plans to eliminate all gasoline 
engines and replace them with hydrogen fuel cells within twenty years.  What an innovative idea!  
 
These two reports made me wonder what the US could do with its wealth of resources and know-
ledge.  Maybe if we were not spending billions of dollars a year on the war in Iraq "protecting our oil", 
we could invest just a tenth of that cost to develop alternative sources of energy that don't depend 
on oil at all.  Maybe we could learn from Iceland. 
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Poway City Council Offers Assistance to Hurricane Victims 
by Marijo Van Dyke 

 
I want to say how proud I am of our club's leadership in encouraging the Poway City Council to show 
more generosity toward the folks who landed in our area after the hurricanes in the Gulf. 
 
It's so easy for an affluent community like Poway to contribute money to a disaster fund feeling as 
though we've done our civic duty. But in this case, the tragedy was so great and the need so vast 
that much more was required in order to show the victims of that tragedy who arrived in our midst 
that we care about them and want to help them settle here, if that is their desire. The Council res-
ponded with enthusiasm thanks to our club's appeal to their sense of compassion. According to 
newspaper accounts, there are ten families who have been befriended by the people of Poway, 
including placement in affordable apartment units, help with acquiring jobs, household goods and 
whatever is needed.  
 
To me this is the essence of the values I hold dear as a Democrat.  Thank you, Dorothy Gesick and 
Pete Babich.  
 
 
 

How to Manipulate the Common Folk 
by Judy Ki 

 
See if this sounds familiar: “Naturally, the common people don’t want war.  But, after all, it is the 
leaders of a country who determine the policy and it is always a simple matter to drag people along 
whether it is a democracy, or a fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, or a communist dictatorship.  
Voice or no voice, the people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders.  This is easy.  All 
you have to do is to tell them they are being attacked and denounce the pacifists for lack of pat-
riotism and exposing the country to danger.  It works the same in every country.” 
 
You may think this quote sounds like President Bush or someone from Bush’s administration.  Act-
ually, these words were spoken by Hermann Goering, Adolf Hitler’s Reich-Marshall at the Nurem-
berg Trials after WWII.  Scary, isn’t it? 
 
 

 
Environmental Groups Oppose North County SDG&E Line 

by Martha Sullivan 
 

I have very important information for PDC members.  San Diego Gas & Electric Company has 
proposed a highly controversial SUNRISE POWERLINK which is a 120-mile-long, $1.4 billion line 
that the utility says is needed to ensure an adequate supply of electricity for the region.  This 
proposed power line is opposed by several community groups as well as by the San Diego Chapter 
of the Sierra Club and the Center for Biological Diversity. 
 
Besides being a visual monstrosity, the new lines are extremely noisy, emit electromagnetic fields, 
prevent the use of air tankers in case of a fire and generally reduce the value of homes without any 
compensation. 
 
Although an exact route has not yet been designated, it appears the line would start in Imperial 
County and cross the northern backcountry of San Diego County…. After converging, the lines could 
then stretch southwest, possibly through Santa Ysabel, Ramona and Poway ---- just south of 
Highway 67 ---- into Mira Mesa and Rancho Penasquitos.  It’s time to take decisive action BEFORE 
this huge power line ends up cutting through Poway.  For more information, click on PEOPLES 
POWERLINK at www.jeeniforcongress.com/discussion. 
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